
route.

11B-405 Ramps

11B-405.1 General Diagram

Ramps on accessible routes shall comply with Section 11B-405.

Exception: In assembly areas, aisle ramps adjacent to seating and not serving

elements required to be on an accessible route shall not be required to comply with

Section 11B-405.

UpCodes Diagram (1)

Ramp
Construction

11B-405.2 Slope

Ramp runs shall have a running slope not steeper than 1:12.

Exception: Reserved.

11B-405.3 Cross Slope

Cross slope of ramp runs shall not be steeper than 1:48.

11B-405.4 Floor or Ground Surfaces

Floor or ground surfaces of ramp runs shall comply with Section 11B-302. Changes in

level other than the running slope and cross slope are not permitted on ramp runs.

11B-405.5 Clear Width Diagram

The clear width of a ramp run shall be 48 inches (1219 mm) minimum.

Exceptions:
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Overview
Ramp handrails are required on ramp runs with a rise greater than 6 inches in order to
comply with accessibility regulations section 405.8 and 505.1. Handrails are necessary to
aid individuals with disabilities, children, and elderly individuals who might experience an
imbalance or fall. Handrails must be continuous the full length of run and tops, and sides
of gripping surface cannot be obstructed. Handrail height, measured above stair tread
nosings, or finish surface of ramp slope, shall be uniform.

Primary Sections
CBC 11B-505.1 General ('22) CBC 11B-505.1 General ('22)

12” 

min

Extensions must 

return to guard, 

wall, or floor.

12” min

The 12” min is 

measured to the start 

of the return radius.

Handrails must be continuous the full length of run and 

tops and sides of gripping surface cannot be obstructed.

Bottom gripping surface 

can be obstructed up to 

20% of the length.

Extensions with a leading edge 27” high max can extend any amount from posts. Those with a 

leading edge higher than 27” are limited to a 12” protrusion from posts (§307.3). The sloping 

portion of handrails are not required to comply with requirements for protruding objects.

Extensions 12” long min in the same direction of travel are required at 

the top and bottom of runs (except for inside rail of switchback ramps) 

to provide support before entering or exiting ramps. 

38” max 

34” min

Top of gripping 

surfaces

Ramp Handrail Heights and Clearances
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