
11B-403.5 Clearances

Walking surfaces shall provide clearances complying with Section 11B-403.5.

Exception: Within employee work areas, clearances on common use circulation paths

shall be permitted to be decreased by work area equipment provided that the

decrease is essential to the function of the work being performed.

11B-403.5.1 Clear Width

Except as provided in Sections 11B-403.5.2 and 11B-403.5.3, the clear width of

walking surfaces shall be 36 inches (914 mm) minimum.

Exceptions:

1. The clear width shall be permitted to be reduced to 32 inches (813 mm)

minimum for a length of 24 inches (610 mm) maximum provided that

reduced width segments are separated by segments that are 48 inches

(1219 mm) long minimum and 36 inches (914 mm) wide minimum.

2. The clear width for walking surfaces in corridors serving an occupant load of 10
or more shall be 44 inches (1118 mm) minimum.

3. The clear width for sidewalks and walks shall be 48 inches (1219 mm)
minimum. When, because of right-of-way restrictions, natural barriers or other
existing conditions, the enforcing agency determines that compliance with the
48-inch (1219 mm) clear sidewalk width would create an unreasonable
hardship, the clear width may be reduced to 36 inches (914 mm).

4. The clear width for aisles shall be 36 inches (914 mm) minimum if serving
elements on only one side, and 44 inches (1118 mm) minimum if serving
elements on both sides.

5. The clear width for accessible routes to accessible toilet compartments shall be
44 inches (1118 mm) except for door-opening widths and door swings.
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Overview
To ensure that people with impairments can safely operate and pass through a doorway
or gate the code defines the minimum amount of time it takes for doors and gates with
automatic closing devices to close. The code has different standards for the two most
typically specified closing systems, door closers and spring hinges. Where a door closer
is used, the code calls for a minimum of 5 seconds for the door or gate to go from a
position of 90 degrees open and sweep through 78 degrees to a 12 degree open position.
Where spring hinges are used, the code calls for a minimum of 1.5 seconds for the door or
gate to go from a position of 70 degrees open to a closed position.
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