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Clearances:…

11B-404.2.4.3 Recessed Doors and Gates Diagram

Maneuvering clearances for forward approach shall be provided when any

obstruction within 18 inches (457 mm) of the latch side at an interior doorway, or
within 24 inches (610 mm) of the latch side of an exterior doorway, projects more

than 8 inches (203 mm) beyond the face of the door, measured perpendicular to

the face of the door or gate.

FIGURE 11B-404.2.4.3

MANEUVERING CLEARANCES AT RECESSED DOORS AND GATES
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Overview
Accessible doors have specific requirements for items such as hardware and vision lights
so that they may be used by people operating the door from a wheelchair. Other features
such as the 10" smooth surface prevents canes, wheelchairs, and walkers from getting
caught on projections found on the door's surface. Items that extend into this range such
as extended door handles, locking hardware at the floor, surface mounted locking bolts,
decorative surfaces that are more than 1/16" deep/high and other similar features do not
comply with the 10" smooth surface requirements.

Primary Sections
CBC 11B-404.2.10 Door and Gate Surfaces ('22) CBC 11B-404.2.11 Vision Lights ('22)

43” max

CA 11B: 34”–44”  

ADA: 34”–48” 

(operable portions)

Vision Light

10” min

Full width of door

Smooth surface 

(push side)

CA 11B: Joints are free of 

sharp or abrasive edges

Glazing panels with 

the lowest part more 

than 66” from the 

finish floor or ground 

shall not be required 

to comply with 43” 

height requirement.

Exception:

Door Hardware Req. (CA 11B)
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